[image: image1.png]


PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release:
CONTACT:
Susan Collings 

May 5, 2010
617-338-7668, scollings@theartconnection.org
15th Anniversary Milestone: 
THE ART CONNECTION PLACES 5,000TH WORK of art
Celebration to be held Thursday, May 19 at Roxbury nonprofit United Residents in Academy Homes.
BOSTON, MA – Thanks to The Art Connection, the new community room at United Residents in Academy Homes II (URIAH), a housing complex for low-income Roxbury residents, has been brightened by 22 works of original art donated by 18 generous artists. Included in that collection is the 5,000th work selected by a nonprofit organization through The Art Connection’s unique 15-year old art donation program.
To celebrate this exciting milestone, an art reception will be held on Thursday, May 19, 2011, 5:30 - 7pm at URIAH’s New Academy Estates Community Building: 2908 Washington Street Roxbury, MA 02119. Reporters are encouraged to attend.
When Boston-based painter and sculptor Fay Chandler founded The Art Connection in 1995, she envisioned a unique gifting program that would increase access to the arts by connecting local artists and collectors who had art to donate with community organizations that were unable to purchase art on their own. “Just one piece of art can make a difference,” explained Chandler, “Whether a donation is placed in a homeless shelter, a local health clinic, or a tutoring center, my hope is that the art provides an opportunity for reflection, inspiration, and comfort in its viewers. Art doesn’t just transform the space around it, it transforms people too.” 

That certainly has been URIAH’s experience as this is their second placement of art secured through The Art Connection, the first of which included 13 donated works in 2007. “This donation means a lot to us,” said Gloria Bowers, Executive Director and thirty year resident at URIAH. “Just five years ago, our community was struggling with crime and gang violence but today things have really turned around. This donation of locally-made art is very generous and I know it will serve as source of inspiration for our community as we continue to improve the standard of living for all of our residents.” 

To date, over 300 artists and collectors have donated work through The Art Connection; and placements have been made at more than 300 area nonprofits. Best of all, the idea is spreading to other cities, including New York City, Washington, D.C., and more. “Hundreds of local artists, collectors and community organizations got us where we are today,” said Susan Collings, Executive Director of The Art Connection. “I want to extend my thanks to each and every one of them.”
Edie Bowers, creator of the 5,000th work, has made several donations since first participating with The Art Connection in 2007 when she heard about the program from a fellow artist. "I like that my paintings have an audience that they might not have had without The Art Connection,” shared Bowers, “I’m happy to know my work found a good home. It’s important that original art is available to all, and I’m fortunate to be able to donate through such a unique program."
For more information about The Art Connection, please visit www.theartconnection.org or call 617-338-7668. Photos available upon request.                                                  ###










