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An adoption agency for art
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Thirteen people moving into permanent housing at
St. Francis House in Bostan will find something beyvond a
bed and a kitchen in their new digs.

Throughout the newly renovated space, beantiful,
inberesting, original artwork waits to seathe and stimulate
the eves, mmds, ard =ouls of ance- hesereeless residents.

St. Francis House—like maost places that offer food and
services to paor and homeless guests—cannat normally
buy original paintings for its hallways.

They didn't have to.

The art came at no cast,
from the artists via a little-
known Boston group that
serves as a liaison befween
artists ready o donate art and
nonprofit institutions who
want art but are unable to
affard 5t

The Art Cannectian has
placed 300 pieces of art in
240 apencies over the past
dozen years, including comi-
munity centers, children's
programs, schools, public
housing, homeless shelters
and rape crisis centers.

Artists donate their cre-
ations, said executive director fim MeDonald, for reasons
ranging “from pragmatic to passonate.”

For starbers, "all arfists want their work o be seen,™
he =aid. Sometimes artists are moving on fo new berrain,
he said, and don’e kniosr what to do with weork from their
earlier periads. Or they work in formats that don't AE vwell
in most galleries—like JoAnn Eothschild's giant canvas-
es—and may find in public institutions the space ta dis-
play their work properly.

“And many artists are passionate about our mission,”™
he said—making art available to people who have little
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chance to access it otherwise,

Artist Man Tull, who has donated abowt 40 of her
works, sakd, “IE gives it a new life when it goes into a new
environment and s seen through others” eyes.”

When the Victim Witness Assistance Frogram selected
one of Tull's works, <he said, “A woman there, a victim,
whose son had been murdered, =aw something in my
piece that 1 wouldn't have thought of, something hopeful
and connecting,”

She likes how the agencies select art that's right for
them. “We're nat giving them work, they are selecting it

The way Mclbonald describes the process, it spunds
almist like an adoption.

“An agency ha= ta
provide us with a ratio-
nale for wanting art,” he
explained. “We want them
tex be in the right frame
af mind. We let them
know there may be costs
involved, for instance
framing. And the art has
ta hang in public spaces,
nat private affices ™

MicDwnald wants recip-
ients fo see that the art has
value, even though it is
given for free. The donor
artisis are talented and
aften widely known, with gallery shows and favorable
press reviews an their resumes,

Recipient agency representatives come and view a
portiolic of wark to make their choices, “It's about a
three-hour session, ™ =aid McDonald.

The final handoff of the art is between the artist and
the agency. After the donation, the agency awns the art-
work. The Art Connection encourages holding a recep-
tion o celebrate the new arrival,

Tany Belle, manager of the Mext Step housing pro-
gram at 3¢ Francis House, said he found the whole pro-

cess “not onby productive, but fun.”

Relbo and & small committes that included a St. Francis
House guest as well as other staff members went to The
At Connection e select pieces For their multi-Aoor build-
ing.

Somie of the mew art will hang in the busy first floor
areas, where guests first arrive from the strest to seek ser-
vices, relax in the large atrium area or head for the dining
room for breakfast or lunch.

Judging by the number of meals served —more than
B each day—many eves will see these paintings.

But ta Rello, the artwork’s impact daesn't =top thizpe.

“ Art touches vour saul, iouches your mimd,” ke said.
1t affects vour self-exteem.” He expects the new art b
proveke thought and spark conversation.

“We looked for interesting art, nat just pretty,” he
explaimed.

Several of the art pieces will grace the commeon areas
of the new flaor of hausing. In its gelden-colored “great
raom” residents can cook, eat, relax—and pause b con-
template the highly saturated colors of Prilla Smith
Brackett's cean shoreline painting,

“They brought our vision of housing o a whale new
level, ™ said Rello. " We never would have been able o
have original art here.”
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The Art Connection is always seeking new artists and
agencies. For mare information, induding a gallery of art
pieoes, wee www.ﬂ.'luar!mnnn:tiumurg o call {517} 338-THLS.
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