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Community Mural in Roxbury
Please join us for our Dedication Ceremony on October 5, 2010

Residents of Casa Esperanza, Inc, a substance abuse treatment facility in Roxbury, have been working with professional artists from The Art Connection, a Boston-based nonprofit organization that expands public access to visual art through a unique art donation and placement program to create a community mural in the Dudley Street Neighborhood.  They will be hosting a mural dedication ceremony on October 5, 2010 from 5:30pm through 7:00 pm at 349 Dudley Street, located next to a community center and children’s playground.  
Tova Speter, Program Manager at The Art Connection and community muralist, and Anyahlee Canas, community muralist, worked with the residents on concept development in December 2009 and worked with our residents to bring the concept to life this past summer. The Art Connection has worked with Casa Esperanza previously, having facilitated the donation of 28 original works of art to the program since 1996. 

The mural highlights Roxbury’s diverse community and the importance of support for community members to be successful.  It depicts themes of hope, Latino culture, recovery and community support. This project gave residents of Casa Esperanza and neighbors the chance to give back to their community and create a permanent reminder that community support is essential to keeping the hope in the recovery process.

The dedication ceremony will include statements from community representatives, a chance to speak with the artists, presentation of portraits, and refreshments. Reporters are encouraged to attend.
This project has been funded in part by a Young Adult Community Grant from Combined

Jewish Philanthropies, the Boston Public Health Commission Bureau of Addictions Prevention, Treatment, and Recovery, Casa Esperanza, The MEM Project, and The Art Connection.  More information and images can also be found at: http://www.theartconnection.org/news-and-events/mural-project/esperanza.   
About Casa Esperanza:  Casa Esperanza’s mission is to help men and women to recover from alcoholism and drug addiction, gain the skills they need to be self-sufficient, contributing members of society and to repair and strengthen families torn apart by substance abuse. Since 1984, Casa Esperanza has provided substance abuse treatment and recovery services to more than 3,000 Latino men and women from across Massachusetts with a focus on serving those struggling with HIV/AIDS, homelessness, injection drug abuse, disability, and those recently released from prison.  Casa currently provides residential treatment for men and for women, Relapse Prevention & Outpatient Services, as well as 23 units of Supportive Housing.  For more information about Casa Esperanza visit www.casaesperanza.org or call 617-445-1123.
About The Art Connection: The Art Connection connects artists and donors to community service organizations through the placement of original artwork in the Greater Boston area.  Over the past 14 years, The Art Connection has facilitated the donation of nearly 4500 works of art into nearly 300 nonprofit organizations. For more information about The Art Connection, please refer to their website at www.theartconnection.org or call 617-338-7668.









