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First Community Mural Painted in Malden 
Please join us for our Dedication Ceremony on July 10, 2010

The media and the public are invited to attend the dedication of the first public mural in the City of Malden located at the Malden Center MBTA Overpass on the corner of Route 60 and Commercial Street.  The dedication ceremony is scheduled for Sunday, July 10, 2011 from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m.  

In a collaboration that began in 2009, The City of Malden has partnered with The Art Connection and the MBTA to design and paint a mural in the center of town. Despite setbacks ranging from funding challenges to rain and even a tornado that threatened to stop the painting, a crew of dedicated Malden teens has transformed the previously drab 85 foot by 16 foot overpass into a colorful mural celebrating community. 

Community residents were active participants from inception and contributed their ideas for the mural through a series of Community Input events in 2009. Their ideas to highlight Malden's history, diversity, youth, and nature were then further developed by a group of teens representing Malden’s three high schools. Initially anticipated to be painted in 2010, the project was abruptly put on hold when funding from an arts foundation fell through due to budget cuts. The City then worked with The Art Connection to rally community support; and funding finally was secured from a diverse range of local sources. The teens began priming in May with the greater community invited to paint on a Community Painting Day. Over 65 Malden residents came out to help and the teens then continued to meet twice weekly to continue work on the mural. More volunteers continued to support the project, including Malden Mayor Richard Howard who came to paint one day in the rain. In total, over 100 people have had their hand in creating this first public community mural in the city.

This project was made possible by lead artists Tova Speter and Anyahlee Suderman, The Art Connection, Malden Cultural Council, a local agency which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency, the Office of Malden Mayor Richard C. Howard, Citizens Engagement Committee, MBTA, Malden Stadium Commission, Malden Redevelopment Authority, Youth ACT, Pisa Pizza and private donations. 

The dedication ceremony will include statements from community representatives, a chance to speak with the artists, a ribbon cutting, and refreshments. Reporters are encouraged to attend.

on Sunday July 10th from 2-3:30 pm. Photos are available upon request.

The Art Connection has worked with the city of Malden previously, having facilitated the donation of 20 original works of art to the Senior Center in 2008. They have also donated works to the Malden YMCA, and other local community agencies. This Boston based nonprofit connects artists and donors to community service organizations through the placement of original artwork in the Greater Boston area.  Over the past 16 years, The Art Connection has facilitated the donation of over 5000 works of art into over 300 nonprofit organizations. This mural is part of their “Engaging Communities” Mural Project that partners professional artists with underserved communities to design and paint collaborative visual representations of their neighborhoods. For more information about The Art Connection, please refer to their website at www.theartconnection.org or call 617-338-7668.
