ehab colored with art,
ompassion

1y Chris Camire, ccamire@owellsun.com

Jpdaied: 05172070 11:21:01 AM EDT

Siesra Kay, 24, of Dracul, poses with a
painting donated to Toward
Irdapandard Living and Leaning in
Billerica Lraugh The Arl Connection,
BN organizaticn [hat donatés art 1o
ranprofils, On Thersday, 19 piecas ol
art were unnvebed b TILL, whare Kay g
a clienl. SUN/CHRIS CAMIRE

Sun stafl phetos can be ordered by
wigiting aur MyCaplure site.

JILLERICA — James McDonald balieves paople
shiould hawe ar in their s,

%5 executiva director of The At Connection, an
srganization that places orlginal artwork In
ommunily service organizations, MeDonald has
saien firsthand how & painlng or photograph can
aneich the creariest office space.

36 it wats o gurprse this week thal MeDonald hed a
wide smie on his face at Toward Independant Living
amif Learming, when 19 pieces of art by 15 arlists

were donaked to the Boslon Road day-habilitation
prograrm,

"They did @ beauliful job of fexuring the ari and
warying their seleclions,” said McConald, as he
rrade his wary Lhrough the building Thursday
afternoon. ‘Esch work thay salectad is so differant.”

TILL |s & #0-year-old privale, nonprofit human-
serdce agency hal works 10 help individuals wilh
mental retardation. behavioral and leaming
disabilities, autism, emolional problems, brain
injury and ather davelopmental problems.

In addilian b four-tay habillation programs,
incheding the Billerica facty, the agancy rwns 45
group homeas throughaout Eastern Massachusells
and Soulham Mew Hampshire.

On Thursdey afternoon, about a half-dozen
Massachuseits arists who donated their arbwork to
parmananily hang in TILL attanded a reception at the
faciity, Thay wara warmly thanked by the facility's
gtaff, who sald the arl has brightenad the buildng's
maood.

I makas this placa fasl so differant,” said Donna
Parker, TILL's office manager, naling

Ihat the cnginal an repldces mass-produced
“cookie-culter® posiar prats that once hung In the
halls,

"N really livens the atmosphare,” Parker continued. *1
e (her stalf appredales il, and the individuals
appracigta i, too.”

Since e inceplion in 1995, The A Connecltion has
placed mora than 4,000 piacas of artemark
throughoul he Bosion area. These ariginal an

crialions are donaled by 270 artisls and collectors.

Faith Hyde, of Cambridge, donated bao small
drawings ehowing comichke figures wailing for a
movie bo start ingide a cnema, Ansther drawing By
Hyde depicts a young boy waiting for 8 bus. They
Both now hang near the facility's entrance.

IFit can andich thar lives, it mokes me feel
wonderful ” said Hyde. "And i's also wonderful to
have an audience.”

Linda Clava, of Brighton. donaled a large abstract
painling called "Pesr Heart® done in cool blue tones
and lave-like oranges.

*I'm happy to see my arteork can make a diferenca
in an ervironmend like this,” said Clave.

Within the healing emvironment of TILL, MeDondgks
hopes the original works of arl will provide
opporundies lor rellection, inspiration, comfort
and hope.

“This is one of the anly ways nonprofits like this can
acquing original artwork withoul having deep
pockelbooks,” said MeDonald, | consider lodey o
be & success.”

Tihe Art Connection's arl placament program is
funded by individual donors and the Massachusetis
Cadtural Council.



